Newsletter 2

31/03/2017
Dates to Remember

Dear Parents/Caregivers
It’s hard to believe how quickly this term has flown. The children
have all settled well into their classes, getting used to the routine
of our school and making new friendships. Learning is paramount
at Port Adelaide Greek School and we continuously endeavour to
teach our students the love of both the Greek language and
culture.

BLESSING OF OUR SCHOOL
Thank you to all the parents and grandparents who attended the
Blessing of our school on Saturday February 11.

April 8
Easter Activity Day at Port Adelaide
Greek Orthodox Church
April 7/8
Last Day of Term 1(High School &
primary)
May 5/6
School resumes for Term 2 (High School
& primary)
May 13
Walkathon (11.30am)

The children and adults were blessed by Father Ioannis Choraitis
and we hope the year ahead brings many blessings to all.
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Apokries is a special time filled with fun, laughter, and of
course food. The tradition of Apokries started so that the
Christian people could celebrate and indulge before the
great 40 day Lent of Easter. It lasts for three weeks before
the period of fasting begins.
People dress in masquerade, play games and jokes, and
have huge parades.
Our students had fun making masks and learning about
the traditions of Apokries.
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This year’s Greek Independence Day was celebrated on
Saturday 25th March where students and adults (approximately
180 people) attended the church service and commemoration
at the War Memorial. We would like to thank all the students and
their parents/caregivers who took part in this very important
event and represented our school in celebrating those who
fought for our freedom in 1821. We would also like to give our
heartfelt thanks to everyone that assisted on the day to ensure
the day ran smoothly and our students were looked after.
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Annual General Meeting
We would like to thank all parents and caregivers who attended our school’s AGM on the 11th of
March. Reports were given on the progress and future direction of our school. We would also like
to welcome the new members of the school committee and thank them for taking on this very
important role. The committee consists of the following members:
President: Yvonne Noutsatos

Members:
Kathy Karkafiris

Church & School Representatives:
Father Ioannis Choraitis

Secretary: Maria Styliadis

Irene Sioutis

John Douvartzidis

Akis Mihalopoulos

Irene Zinonos

Angelo Katsilis

Helen Iliou

Treasurer: Patricia Solomon

Simone Katsilis

On Saturday April 8 our students will
be taking part in Easter activities as
part of our cultural learning at Port
Adelaide Greek School.
The children will enjoy the day making Easter
biscuits (κουλουράκια), dying eggs, decorating
candles (Λαμπάδες), craft activities and a
religious lesson with Father Ioannis Choraitis.

Where: Port Adelaide Greek Orthodox Church
of the Nativity of Christ.
5 Church St, Port Adelaide
Time: 9am – 1pm (This includes our kindy and
high School students)
Students are only required to bring
their recess for the day.
We request that all children
bring a hardboiled egg on the
day to be dyed
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Our students will take part in our School’s
Walkathon, as part of our fundraising for the year.
It will be held on the school grounds on May 13,
at 11.30am, followed by a free sausage sizzle for
all.
Parents/caregivers are welcomed to join in on the
fun!
Sponsor forms will be given to the children and
we ask that they are returned with the money to
their teacher by May 19/20. The funds collected
will go towards buying resources for our students.
Prizes will be awarded to the three children who
have raised the most money.

In the community

Just a reminder
• We ask that all blue tops be washed, ironed and
returned by Saturday April 8.
•

We respectfully ask families who have
outstanding school fees for prompt payment to
be made. Please do not hesitate to approach
Helen Iliou if you have difficulty with payment,
so that alternative arrangements can be made.
- Payments can be made by EFT or to
the committee on Saturday morning.
- We also ask that you please inform us
by email admin@pagoc.com.au if you
make a direct deposit in our bank
account to pay for school fees, so we
can match the payments to the
invoices.

The community extends a warm invitation
to the following Easter events:
•

•

Palm Sunday Lunch, Sunday 9th
April, 11:30am, Adult: $15, Children:
$8
Anastasi Soup Kitchen, Sunday 16th
April, 2am, free and all are welcome

Also, please find attached the programme
for Holy Week.

We would like to wish all our students
a fun, safe and relaxing school holiday. We
look forward to their return in term 2
refreshed and ready for more wonderful
learning.
Wishing all our families a very blessed
and holy Easter.
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